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opening, said carrying handle having an elongated strap having a 
first ^nd and a second end, said first end being operatively 
connecteo. to said exterior surface of said outer member, said 
second end t^erminatmg m a connecting member, and a strap 
member having mounting end and cooperating connecting member, 
said mounting eim being operatively mounted on the exterior 
surface and said CQpgerating connecting member interacting with 
said comi^cjtijigmemb^ forming a carrying handle wherein said 
connecting member and sVid cooperating connecting member are 
moveable relative to eacnv other; and 

a fastening member located within said opening and 
extending in a selected direction on said outer member wherein 
at least a portion thereof exteiids in a direction substantially 
perpendicular to said carrying haVjle, said carrying handle 
being positioned to refrain from interfering with the inserting 

and removing of a ball from said oute A member defining the bag. 

2 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the conf ibured shape of a ball is in 
the shape of a round ball , \ 

3 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the conf igureci shape of a ball is in 
the shape of a basketball . \ 

4. The bag of claim 1 wherein the configured shMe of a ball is in 
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the shape of\a baseball. 

5. TheSbag of claim 1 wherein the configured shape of a ball is in 
the shape of a soccer ball. 

6 . The bag orVclaim 1 wherein the configured shape of a ball is in 
the shape of a football. 

7. The bag of claim\7 further comprising 
at least one outer pocket positioned on the exterior surface of said outer 
member at a location other than th\ opening and having an entryway enabling 
the insertion and removal of an artiole from said one outer pocket . 

8 . The b^g;^f claim 1 wherein said one outer pocket is formed of a 
solid fabric. 

9 . The bag of clainNsV wherein said one outer pocket is formed of a 
mesh fabric. 


\J (Interior 


The ba^of claim 7 wherein said one outer pocket includes an 
cavity and sai^ entryway communicates with and provides access to 
said interior cavity. 

11. The bag of claim 7 "^lerein said entryway includes a zipper which 
has an open position and a closed position, said zipper when in an open 
position affording access to the interisor cavity of said one outer pocket. 
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12. X^J^he bag of claim 7 further comprising 

a flap oper>fe4^ely connected to at least one of said entryway and said 
exterior surface of the ok^ter member, said flap having an open position and a 
closed position, said flap wh^n in an open position affording access through 
said entryway to the interior cavf^ of said one outer pocket. 



13 . The b^a of claim 7 wherein said outer pocket includes a second 
fastening member which>^cooperates with a mating member located on at least 
one of a flap and exteriofSgurf ace of the outer member. 


14 . 


The 


of claim 7 wherein said second fastening member and said 



mating member are mating'-^ej^ements defining a hook and loop fastener. 


15. >^he bag of claim 7 wherein said second fastening member is at 


\) /least one of a imtton and a button hole and said mating member is the other 


of said at least on\^of a button and a button hole. 

16 . The bag of ci^im 7 wherein said second fastening member is at 
least one of a rotatable fastener and an aperture for receiving a rotatable 
fastener and said mating member 2ss the other of said at least one of a 
rotatable fastener and an aperture for receiving a rotatable fastener. 

17. The bag of claim 9 wherein sa^d mesh fabric is formed of an 
elastic material. 

18. (TwicW Amended) A bag for holding a ball comprising 
an outer member having an interior and an exterior surface 

/ configured in the shape of a ball and defining an inner enclosed 

space, said exterior sihrface including an opening formed therein 

in a selected direction a\d in communication with said inner 
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enclosed space for affording the insertion and removal of ball 
theref rom; 

a carsrying handle having a first end and a second end 
operatively Connected in a predetermined position to said outer 
member at a location other than the opening; 

a fastening member having an open and a closed position, 
said fastening memlis^er being operatively connected to said 
opening wherein at least a portion thereof extends in a 
direction substantially^ perpendicular to said first end and said 
second end of the carrying handle and being adapted to make said 
opening an unsecured opening when said fastening member is in 
the open position and adapted\.to make said opening a secured 
opening when said fastening member is in a closed position; and 

at least one outer pocket coitafigured to be expanded to 

receive an article positioned on anS protruding outwardly from 

the exterior surface of said outer member at a location other 

than the opening and having an entrywa^ enabling the insertion 

and removal of an article from said one ©uter pocket. 

19. The bag of claim 18 having at least tw^ outer pockets positioned 

on said exterior surface of the outer member and p roVruding outwardly at a 

location other than said opening and spaced from said ^carrying handle, said 
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at least one outer pocket having an entryway enabling the insertion and 
removal of an article Vrom said at least one outer pocket independent of a 
ball being located in sa\d inner enclosed space. _ 


20. The bag of cr§^rm*.4^ wherein said carrying handle is positioned at 
least substantially perpendicular to^^t>.^least a portion of said opening. 


ly 21 


(Amended) A bag for holding a ball comprising 
a outerNmember having an interior and an exterior surface 


configured in the shape of a ball and defining an inner enclosed 
space, said extericsr surface including an opening , formed therein 
in a selected directron and in communication with said inner 
enclosed space for affo\ding the insertion and removal of ball 
from said outer member; 

a carrying handle having a first end and a second end H 
operatively connected in a predetermined position to said outer ^ 
member at a location other than t^e opening^ said carrying ^ 
handle being operatively connected am a predetermined position 
to said outer member at a location otner than the opening, said 
carrying handle having an elongated straV having a first end and 
a second end, said first end being operatiVely connected to said 
exterior surface of said outer member, said Wcond end 
terminating in a connecting member, and a loop\member having a 
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mounting end and cooperating connecting member, said mounting 
end being operatively mounted on the exterior surface and said 
cooperat\ng connecting member interacting with said connecting 
member forming a carrying handle wherein said connecting member 
and said coopterating connecting member are moveable relative to 
each other; \ 

a fastening mtember having an open and a closed position, 
said fastening membeV being operatively connected to said 
opening wherein at leaXt a portion thereof extends in a 
direction substantially perpendicular to said first end and said 
second end of the carrying laandle and being adapted to make said 
opening an unsecured opening nhen said fastening member is in 
the open position and adapted toy^^make said opening a secured 
opening when said fastening membeAis in a closed position and 

at least one outer pocket positioned on and protruding 
outwardly from the exterior surface of Nsaid outer member at a 
location other than the opening and having an entryway enabling 
the insertion and removal of an article frcm said one outer pocket. 

22 . The bag of claim 21 having at least two oirter pockets positioned 
on said exterior surface of the outer member and protruding outwardly at a 
location other than said opening and spaced from said carrVing handle, said 


